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Deirdre Querney, MSW, RSW, CCAC, CPGC, has held a clinical role with 
the City of Hamilton’s Alcohol, Drug & Gambling Services (ADGS) for over 
twenty years. She is an instructor in McMaster University’s Professional 
Addiction Studies Program. Deirdre’s current addiction-related research 
interests include neurobiology, spirituality, and motherhood.



230 | VOLUME 13, NUMBER 1

Kesslyn Brade Stennis, PhD, MSW, MDiv, is a full professor in the 
Department of Social Work at Coppin State University. She is also director of 
the Minority Fellowship Program at the Council on Social Work Education. 
Her research considers the intersections of intimate partner violence, women, 
Black faith communities, leadership, and social justice. She is also a business 
owner, doctoral consultant/coach, and is a mother of four children. 

Deepy Sur, MSW, PhD, RSW, is the chief executive officer of the Ontario 
Association of Social Workers (OASW). She is an innovative and trans-
formative leader with diverse social work expertise, including clinical work in 
hospitals and community settings. Her knowledge includes health promotion, 
public health, and strategic development at various government levels. Deepy 
holds a bachelor’s degree in social work from Ryerson University, a master’s 
degree in social work from York University, and PhD in social work 
administration from Walden University. Her research interests include 
interprofessional teamwork and empathy and the development of the 
interprofessional intentional empathy centered care (IP-IECC) theory. She 
has also been an assistant and adjunct clinical professor at McMaster 
University. In addition, Deepy is a faculty instructor and curriculum designer 
for the Medical Psychiatry Alliance—Collaborative Care Certificate Program. 
Most importantly, she places incredible value on her lived experiences as a 
racialized woman and resilience. She is a mother to two children. 

Natalie St-Denis is an Indigenous social worker with Acadian and Mi’kmaw 
heritage as well as Quebecois and Algonquin lineage. She is a mother, a sister, 
a partner, an auntie, as well as an assistant professor and director of the 
Indigenous Social Work Circle at the Faculty of Social Work, University of 
Calgary. Her work is centred around wellness as a counternarrative to gender-
ed colonial violence, and is also exploring land-based teachings and ceremonies 
that support relational wellbeing.

Dawn Thurman, PhD, MSW, LCSW-C, LICSW, is an associate professor 
at Morgan State University School of Social Work. Her areas of research are 
clinical social work, maternal mental health, and Black families. She is a 
licensed independent clinical social worker with more than twenty years of 
direct practice experience. Dr. Thurman is an entrepreneur, doula, wife, and a 
mother of two children.

Christine Walsh is a white, feminist, settler who conducts community-based, 
action-oriented, and arts-informed research with marginalized peoples and 
communities as a professor in the Faculty of Social Work, University of 
Calgary. She is a mother to Erinn and Shaun and learning to be a grand-
mother to Ellie. She honours the many ways of good mothering that women 
aspire to and achieve, and through her advocacy work and research, she 
supports their journey.
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